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Ashdod, Ra’anana
With the permission of Morai v’Rabbotai,
I thank Hashem for enabling me to understand several 

matters pertaining to the redemption and the terrible epi-
demic that we have been afflicted with, the coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19. We are not talking about an epidemic that 
is specific to a certain place, city or country, rather it is a pan-
demic that has affected the entire world. This being the case, 
Hashem must be sending us a special message. This does not 
necessarily refer to finding a cure or vaccine against the virus, 
but rather a spiritual medication and immunization.

We certainly pray to Hashem that a vaccine should be 
found for this virus that will terminate it since it has brought 
much death to the world. In addition, due to our many sins, 
the Batei Knesset are closed, all educational institutions are 
closed, the world is shrouded in great fear and what was once 
a regular routine is no longer regular at all. The danger has 
not yet passed and still, no cure has been found. Every day 
brings more deaths r”l, more people contract the disease and 
become ill and there is still no end in sight.

In light of all this, there is a clear message from Hashem. 
If we don’t pay attention to this message, Hashem should 
protect us from what could befall us. Maybe our prayers will 
be accepted and Hashem the merciful One, “In wrath will re-
member to be merciful” (Chabakuk 3:2). Maybe a cure will be 
found, or a vaccination. But who knows in what state the vac-
cination will find us, and what will be afterwards?!

For if we do not understand the message and do not know 
why this pandemic has befallen us and how to rectify it, then 
r”l maybe another virus will follow this one, G-d forbid. It may 
also be called Corona but will be even more dangerous, for 
Corona has many offshoots. It crosses borders and continues 
rising, each time it is given a different name.

Therefore, we must understand clearly that this situation 
contains an inherent message for us, for we are certainly ap-
proaching the final redemption, and as we know, in the ap-
proach of the final redemption, the world will be rectified with 
‘Malchut Shakai’.

In Summary
• Although we are going through a difficult period, we can 

nevertheless utilize it to strengthen ourselves by accepting 
positive commitments upon ourselves, as we see that people 
have indeed enhanced their prayers, or committed to Shabbat 
observance and family purity. There are also those who have 
started to listen to more Torah lectures, for people are going 
out less from the house and are hardly occupied with other 
concerns, so they have more than enough time to think about 
Torah, prayer and mitzvah observance. Like those who have 
said, ‘I came to the realization that the World has a Creator, 
He is the Judge and there is judgement’, and in this way they 
strengthened their Torah and mitzvah observance.

• As we know, all souls were present at Matan Torah, there-
fore, from the power of hearing “I am Hashem your G-d”, every 
Jew possesses the strength to repent, for each Jew possesses 
a holy spark that binds him to Hashem. Even an exceedingly 
wicked person has a spark that connects him to Hashem and 
if he arouses himself Hashem will assist him. This is 
on the condition that he does not actually deny 
Hashem’s existence, for one who denies the ex-
istence of G-d loses this holy spark completely.

• When Adam and Chava sinned by eating from the Tree 
of Knowledge, they mixed up good and bad and mixed up 
the Name of Hashem )י-ה-ו-ה( and the letters with which 
both worlds )upper and lower( were created. Then Hashem 
blessed Ya’akov Avinu with the tribes of G-d )י-ה  so ,)שבטי 
that through the tribes, who are a positive testimony for Yis-
rael that they will occupy themselves with Torah which will 
re-connect the ‘yud’ with the ‘heh’, and thereby re-connect 
both worlds.

• Every Shabbat the angels crown Hashem as king and 
place the crown of royalty on His head, together with Bnei 
Yisrael down below. This is Hashem’s wish, that Bnei Yisrael 
crown Him as king and present Him with the crown of King-
ship. This is the hint inherent in the coronavirus, for corona 
is Latin for ‘crown’. This period of the coronavirus is certainly 
heralding the redemption, when the Kingship of Hashem and 
His crown will be complete. We can create this perfection by 
connecting all the ten sefirot, from the highest level which is 
‘keter’ )crown(, down to the lowest level which is ‘malchut’ 
)kingship(, and in this way the Kingship of Hashem becomes 
complete.

This is why the Torah commanded us many times about 
the observance of the holy Shabbat, for Hashem’s Kingship is 
perceived mainly on Shabbat. The Hebrew word ‘שבת’, Shab-
bat, comes from the term ‘תשובה’, repentance, for through 
repentance we can bring light to all the worlds and bring the 
redemption closer. Therefore, it is our obligation to connect 
the upper and lower worlds, the ‘yud’, which signifies the up-
per world, together with the ‘heh’, which signifies the lower 
world, and then we will fulfill ‘k’ra satan’, tear up the Satan’! 
By doing this, everything becomes complete and connected 
and the redemption will come. Therefore, Hashem sent us 
this message, through the corona, the crown, to connect the 
holy Name )י-ה( and crown Hashem as King also in this earth-
ly world down below, in order to bring the redemption ever 
closer.

• The verse says, “Hashem, save! May the King answer us 
on the day we call” )Tehillim 20:10(. The Hebrew word ‘קראנו’, 
‘we call’, is from the same form as ‘קורונה’, ‘Corona’. There-
fore, we must ask Hashem to save us from the Corona. But 
how will we be saved? Through ‘the day’, referring to “even 
today, if we but heed His call!” )Tehillim 95:7(. As Mashiach 
said to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, if you heed Hashem’s call 
I will come even today to redeem Yisrael. But together with 
this, we must ask, “Forever, Hashem, Your word stands firm 
in the heavens” )Tehillim 119:89(. If a pandemic has been de-
creed upon us, I Hashem will leave the decree in heaven, and 
if it already descended to earth, then please take it back up to 
heaven where it should remain, without returning to earth.

• Due to our many sins, Hashem sent us this microscopic 
virus, not a deluge of fire or water, but a minuscule creature 
that cannot even be beheld by the human eye, yet it caus-
es great damage and has brought about so many casualties. 
Hashem is teaching us the importance of living in unity with 
each other and not speaking lashon hara about our friends, 
and in this way, we can overcome this great affliction.

Especially during this time, the days of Sefirat Ha’Omer and 
the period where we rectify the passing of the talmi-

dim of Rabbi Akiva who did not respect each other 
sufficiently, this coronavirus has taken so many 

lives. The lesson is that if we do not treat each 
other with respect, the danger is extremely 
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great, may Hashem protect us. Therefore, during this peri-
od between Pesach and Shavuot, we must increase love and 
friendship between man and his fellow, in order to completely 
annul the pandemic.

• As we know, the tactic of the Satan is to frighten man and 
drive him to despair, weakening his faith and trust in Hashem. 
But we are obligated to behave in the opposite manner. We 
must strengthen our faith and trust in Hashem, for this is the 
crown and this is the vaccination against Corona. This is the 
goal of the virus that we are facing, to instill us with trust in 
Hashem and strengthen ourselves in prayer to Him.

• These insights are based on the writings of the holy Ba’al 
Shem Tov, who tells us that when a person has faith and trust 
in Hashem, then correspondingly Hashem helps him and acts 
with kindness to him. But if, G-d forbid, a person does not 
have faith and trust in Hashem and he focuses only on judge-
ment and decrees, then measure for measure the judgement 
cleaves to him, r”l. This is why we must be extremely careful 
to think only about Hashem’s kindness and not think about 
judgement, and then we will be saved from fears and judge-
ment, from the decree and from the pandemic, and merit 
kindness from Hashem, as it says, “but as for one who trusts 
in Hashem, kindness surrounds him” )Tehillim 32:10(.

• Reciting ‘Pitum HaKetoret’ )Incense Mixture( is a segu-
lah )remedy( to stop a pandemic. The word ‘Pitum’ can be 
split up into two words ‘Pi-tum’, meaning close your mouth! 
 closed(. This shows us that ,תם וסגור ,finished ,טום ,mouth ,פי)
a person who speaks lashon hara brings a plague, r”l. And 
how can one prevent the plague? Through ‘Pitum HaKetoret’, 
by saying the Pitum HaKetoret, but mainly by closing one’s 
mouth )Pi-tum( to words of lashon hara.

• This pandemic has resulted in people having to go into 
isolation. But we must know that everything is from Hashem.  
For indeed, even when a person is alone in his room, isolated, 
he has nothing to be afraid of, for Hashem is with him. As an 
allusion, ‘בידוד’, isolation, has the same numerical value as the 
name of Hashem )י-ה-ו-ה(. This implies that Hashem is with 
me, therefore “I will fear no evil, for You are with me” )Tehil-
lim 23:4(, even in isolation. As we have experienced, when in 
isolation one connects to Hashem on a more profound level. 
One is more cognizant of Hashem and carries out a deeper 
soul-reckoning, and this leads to rectifying one’s flaws and re-
turning to Hashem.

• Today, as we are really just before the final redemption, 
we hold on to the Torah which has the power to annul ev-
erything. This is why we say ‘קרע שטן’ )tear up the Satan( in 
preparation for the counting of the 15th day of the Omer. Fif-
teen is the numerical value of G-d’s Name, י-ה, for now is the 
most appropriate time to connect both worlds, to connect the 
‘yud’ and the ‘heh’ and anoint Hashem in one kingdom. There 
is an allusion to this in the word ‘קורונה’, Corona, which has a 
numerical value of 367. If we add three to this number, for the 
three Avot, Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya’akov, in whose merit we 
pray to be saved, we arrive at 370, which is the same numer-
ical value as ‘קרע’, tear. How can we tear up the evil decree? 
Through the merit of the three Avot, Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Ya’akov.

• Although we are now approaching the hilula of Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yochai, we unfortunately cannot go to Meron 
this year. But Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai’s power is extremely 
great, for indeed he said that he can exempt the entire world 
from judgement. These are his lights and his Torah. Torah with 
lights that descend from above, from the level of ‘ket-
er’ until the lowest level of ‘malchut’ down below. 
They are the lights within the pipes that reach 
until the holy gravesite of Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai, bringing us abundance. Today, when 

we cannot go to his gravesite, then also from afar his Torah 
and his powers light up and have an effect on all of Yisrael, 
and one can pray and ask that the pandemic come to an end, 
in the merit of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai.

• It is known that the Ramchal writes that before the re-
demption the Batei Knesset will be closed and all the lights 
will descend through the heavenly Beit Hamikdash. We are 
actually living this today. We do not yet have a Beit Hamik-
dash, but we can see the fulfillment of the following verse, 
“He was standing behind our wall, observing through the win-
dows, peering through the lattices” )Shir Hashirim 2:9(. Today, 
when our Batei Knesset are closed and bolted because of the 
pandemic, and all our lights, the small windows, which refer 
to the Batei Knesset and Batei Midrash, are all closed, then 
certainly this is the most suitable time for the redemption to 
come. This then is the most suitable time, just before the ar-
rival of the redemption, to beseech that our Batei Knessiot 
and Batei Midrash should open once again, and the redemp-
tion will surely come speedily in our days.

The Corona Pandemic
Special Indications and Messages from 
Hashem as the Redemption Approaches

Chazal tell us )Shabbat 89a( that when Moshe Rabbeinu 
went up to heaven to receive the Torah from Hashem, the an-
gels objected and Moshe Rabbeinu argued with the angels. In 
the end, he emerged victorious and brought the Torah down 
to Earth, to Am Yisrael. Not only this but also the angels ad-
mitted that he had won and even gave him gifts, as the verse 
says )Tehillim 68:19(, “You ascended on high, You have taken 
captives, You took gifts of man”. This means that Moshe Rab-
beinu brought down from Heaven the Written Law and also 
the Oral Law, which are the secrets of the Torah. What are the 
secrets of the Torah? The holy Zohar says that the word ‘יבש’, 
captive, is an abbreviation for Shimon bar Yochai, the G-dly 
Tanna Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, whose hilula we will soon cel-
ebrate on Lag B’Omer.

Concerning this, it is written that Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 
said about himself that his commentary will be revealed just 
before the redemption, and in the merit of his commentary, 
even if it is not learnt, the redemption will come. The redemp-
tion is now extremely close and Hashem is preparing us for 
this. We are seeing these things today, especially during this 
difficult period that we are presently going through. Many 
people are returning to G-d, increasing their Torah study and 
prayers, while others have committed to Shabbat observance 
and family purity. There are also many people who are listen-
ing to more and more Torah lectures. Why is this? Because 
today people are hardly leaving their homes. They are sitting 
at home and thinking, contemplating… for they do not have 
much else with which to occupy themselves. They have more 
than enough time to think about Torah and prayer and mitz-
vah observance, therefore they are strengthening their Torah 
and mitzvot.

These are not just rumors, I see and hear these things and 
I can share a story with you about this. An extremely afflu-
ent individual called me )yesterday( and shared exactly these 
words: )he is not the only one to have expressed this, I have 
heard the same thing from many people(:

“Esteemed Rav, although I am making less money than I 
ever have, it’s worthwhile being in isolation, for I have come 
to the realization that the world has a Creator, He is the Judge 

and there is judgment. He has the power to stop ev-
erything. If it is His wish, He can stop everything. 

The proof is, through this minuscule virus that 
cannot even be seen, the Creator has brought 
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the entire world to a halt! But despite this, I am pleased be-
cause I have improved my praying.

Until now my prayers were limited to a fixed time, for I was 
extremely occupied with business concerns, making money, 
travelling and flying. But now there is nothing! No work, no 
travelling, no flights, no schedule, therefore my schedule is 
simply to pray and listen to Torah lectures, and after I finish my 
shiur, I pray once again. I am also happy that now baruch Hash-
em I count Sefirat Ha’Omer every night.” So, in fact, this difficult 
period has caused an upsurge in spirituality for many Jews.

Throughout the generations, our role has been to connect 
This World to the Next with the letters ‘yud’ and ‘heh’.

If we think about Sefirat Ha’Omer, a fascinating idea emerg-
es. The counting of Wednesday, the twenty-ninth of Nissan, 
the fourteenth day of the Omer, is the sefirah of ‘K’ra Satan’, 
tear up the Satan, which is followed by the sefirah of ‘yud-
heh’, the fifteenth day of the Omer.

What is ‘yud-heh’, the number fifteen? It is the Name with 
which the worlds were created. This World was created using 
the letter ‘heh’, while the World to Come was created using 
the letter ‘yud’ )Menachot 29b(. This is what the verse says 
)Yeshaya 26:4(, “כי בי-ה ה‘ צור עולמים“, “For in G-d, Hashem, is 
the strength of the worlds”. Using the letters ‘yud-heh’ Hash-
em created both worlds, This World and the World to Come.

We will now explain this idea. When Adam and Chava 
sinned and ate from the Tree of Knowledge, great confusion 
descended upon the entire world. Everything turned upside 
down, evil and good became mixed up together, at which 
juncture the Satan left his place and came to accuse. Although 
Hashem created the Satan just as He created all the Seraphim 
and angels, then, the Satan was in the sense of ‘achoriim 
d’kedusha’ ‘behind the holiness’, the external aspect of Divine 
Will, perceived as a ‘sitra achra’ literally the ‘other side’ or the 
‘side of impurity’, )see the holy Zohar, introduction 14a(. One 
side was concealed and did not accuse openly, and certainly 
not the side of holiness. But eating from the Tree of Knowl-
edge caused the Satan to emerge and become aroused, awak-
ening all the powers of impurity and from then on everything 
became mixed up.

However, this devastation lasted only until Bnei Yisrael de-
scended to Egypt. The holy Arizal z”l writes that all the two 
hundred and eighty-eight sparks that Adam HaRishon blem-
ished by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, went to Egypt, 
and Bnei Yisrael descended to Egypt so as to rectify all these 
sparks and return them to their roots. In this way, they recti-
fied the sin of eating from the Tree of Knowledge.

After rectifying those two hundred and eighty-eight sparks 
that fell to the impurity of Egypt, Bnei Yisrael left Egypt, and 
at that time all the nations trembled in fear of the glory of 
Hashem’s honor, as the verse says )Shemot 15:14-16(, “Peo-
ples heard, they were agitated; terror gripped the dwellers of 
Philistia. Then the chieftains of Edom were confounded, trem-
bling gripped the powers of Moav, all the dwellers of Canaan 
dissolved. May fear and terror befall them, at the greatness of 
Your arm may they be still as stone”. All of them recognized 
Hashem and crowned Him as King over the entire world, as it 
says further on )ibid 18(, “Hashem shall reign for all eternity!” 
Not only did the nations tremble and crown Hashem as King 
over the entire world, but even the wicked Pharaoh who con-
tinually denied Hashem’s existence, saying )ibid 5:2(, “Who 
is Hashem that I should heed His voice?”, now too admitted 
that Hashem is the G-d, as it says )ibid 15:11(, “Who is like You 
among the heavenly powers, Hashem!”

But after Bnei Yisrael left Egypt they once again 
sinned. They arrived at Rephidim where they 
loosened their grip )ידיהם  on the Torah )רפו 
)Bechorot 5b( )as the name of the place im-

plies( and were lax about studying Torah. As a result, Amalek 
came to attack them, as it says )Shemot 17:8(, “Amalek came 
and battled Yisrael in Rephidim”. The impurity of Amalek 
was so strong that it divided the holy Name of Hashem and 
mixed up the letters ‘yud-heh’ with ‘vav-heh’. This is why it 
says about Amalek )ibid 16(, “For the hand is on the throne 
of G-d: Hashem maintains a war against Amalek, from gen-
eration to generation”. Only when the offspring and name of 
Amalek will be obliterated, will Hashem’s Name be complete 
once again )Tanchuma, Ki Teitzeh 9(, “and His kingship rules 
over everything”.

Bnei Yisrael understood that it is not correct to be lax about 
Torah study, therefore they once again strengthened their dil-
igence, and with Hashem’s help arrived at Matan Torah with a 
strong desire to receive the Torah. The Torah tells us )Shemot 
19:2(, “They arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai…and Israel en-
camped there, opposite the mountain”. Chazal say )Mechilta 
Shemot 19( that Bnei Yisrael arrived at Har Sinai to receive the 
Torah, “as one man with one heart”.

I am certain that, as Chazal say, through this Bnei Yisrael 
rectified everything. They rectified the forty-nine levels of im-
purity and the two hundred and eighty-eight sparks that went 
down to Egypt, and also their laxity in Torah study, to the ex-
tent that Chazal say )Yalkut Shimoni, Shir Hashirim 981( that 
at Matan Torah the Evil Inclination was completely uprooted 
from their hearts. Of course, they merited this through Di-
vine Assistance, and at Matan Torah even merited hearing the 
voice of Hashem with their own ears, when saying )Shemot 
20:2(, “I am Hashem, your G-d, Who has taken you out of the 
land of Egypt”.

At Matan Torah, Bnei Yisrael reached an extremely lofty 
level and Chazal tell us )Shabbat 88b( that when they heard 
Hashem’s voice saying the first commandment, they died, as 
the verse says )Shir Hashirim 5:6(, “My soul departed at His 
decree”. Then the angels had to go down and sprinkle dew on 
them, the dew which Hashem will use to resurrect the dead, 
as it says )Tehillim 68:10(, “A generous rain did You lavish, O 
Hashem”. This dew revived them and brought them back to 
life, and they were then able to hear the second command.

This gives rise to a question. Why indeed did “My soul de-
part at His decree”? Why did Hashem have to kill Bnei Yisrael 
at Matan Torah? Could they not have heard Hashem’s voice 
and remained alive? If you say that it is impossible to hear 
Hashem’s voice and continue to live, they were however on 
an extremely lofty level and could have remained alive. 

The explanation is that as we know, man cannot see Hash-
em and remain alive, for the verse tells us )Shemot 33:20(, 
“for no human can see My face and live”. Chazal tell us )Zo-
har Chadash, Bereishit 18:1( that at the time of Matan Torah, 
when Hashem said, “I am Hashem, your G-d”, all the souls of 
Bnei Yisrael from the beginning of creation until Mashiach’s 
arrival, were present. The righteous were there, the mediocre 
ones and the wicked ones too, anyone who possesses a soul 
was there, no one was missing. We too were all present as it 
is known.

When Hashem came down to Har Sinai to give the Torah, 
He wished to reveal and show Himself to all the souls that 
were there and say, “I am Hashem, your G-d”. But on the oth-
er hand, we know, “no human can see My face and live”, so 
how do we reconcile this? When Hashem pronounced “I am 
Hashem, your G-d”, at that moment the entire world was si-

lent )Shabbat 88a( and a great stillness settled on the entire 
world.

Therefore, when Hashem said “I am Hashem” 
to all Bnei Yisrael, when all the souls were pres-
ent, at that second all Am Yisrael throughout 
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the generations clearly saw Who is the Creator of the World. “I 
am Hashem, your G-d”. They all perceived Hashem with such 
clarity, the same clarity that there was at the Splitting of the 
Sea when even a maidservant saw what the Navi, Yechezkel 
ben Buzi, did not see )Midrash Sechel Tov, Shemot 15:2(. The 
revelations were to such an extent that Hashem opened the 
seven heavens and also opened the upper and lower worlds 
)Pesikta Rabbati, Yitro 20( and everybody saw that “there is 
none beside Him!” But since man cannot see Hashem and re-
main alive, for “no human can see My face and live”, therefore 
when they saw the Divine Presence they could not bear it, 
and so for one second they all died, until the angels revived 
them with the dew.

Since all past, present and future souls were at Matan To-
rah, this teaches us that every single Jew has the power to 
repent, from this power of hearing “I am Hashem, your G-d”. 
The holy Ba’al Shem Tov zya”a writes that every Jew has a holy 
spark that connects him to Hashem. Even if he is the most 
wicked person in the world, this spark that connects him to 
Hashem remains alive, and if he ever rouses himself, Hashem 
will help him to repent fully. But this is on the condition that 
he does not deny the existence of Hashem, for one who de-
nies Hashem’s existence loses this holy spark completely.

This lofty level that Bnei Yisrael received at Matan Torah, 
remained with them until they sinned with the Golden Calf. 
For then due to their sin, the accusing Satan once again de-
scended from heaven and again confused the entire world. As 
a result, our role today is to rectify the world with the kind-
ship of Hashem and return the world to its original state of 
rectification.

In summary, we now understand what we have stated that 
Hashem created the two worlds with ‘yud’ and ‘heh’, as it says 
“For in G-d, Hashem, is the strength of the worlds”. This World 
was created with the letter ‘heh’ and the Next World was 
created using the letter ‘yud’. Furthermore, Hashem blessed 
Ya’akvov Avinu with “the tribes of G-d”, )spelled as ‘yud’ and 
‘heh’(, a testimony for Yisrael, to give thanks to the Name of 
Hashem” )Tehillim 122:4(, so that through the tribes, who 
are a positive testimony for Bnei Yisrael that they will occu-
py themselves with Torah. Through this, they will connect the 
‘yud’ with the ‘heh’ and connect both worlds.

Corona - crown; Crowning Hashem 
as King in the approach to the 

redemption
On contemplation, we will realize that our connection with 

Hashem expresses itself in additional ways, besides connect-
ing the ‘yud-heh’ of the two worlds. In the Mussaf prayer on 
Shabbat and Chagim we say, “A crown will they give You, O 
Hashem, our G-d, the angels of the multitude above, togeth-
er with Your people Israel who are assembled below”. We 
continue, “Together all of them will thrice recite ‘Holy’ as the 
word spoken by Your prophet: ‘And one will call another and 
say’”

What is this crown? Every single Shabbat the angels in 
heaven crown Hashem as king and place a crown on His head. 
Shabbat is the day when His kingship is revealed, for Shab-
bat is like a taste of the Next World )Berachot 57b(, therefore 
Hashem’s kingship is more recognizable on Shabbat, as in the 
aspect “all that the Holy One, Blessed is He, created in His 
world, He created solely for His glory” )Avot 6:11(. The pur-
pose of the entire creation is to reveal Hashem’s kingship, 
therefore every Shabbat the angels crown Hashem 
with the royal crown. This is the meaning of “A 
crown will they give You, O Hashem, our G-d, 
the angels of multitudes above”.

It is not only the angels who crown Hashem as king but 
Bnei Yisrael too. We, the simple people down below, join the 
angels in placing a crown on Hashem’s head, as we say, “to-
gether with Your people Israel who are assembled below”. In 
addition, “together all of them will thrice recite ‘Holy’, as the 
word spoken by Your prophet: ‘And one will call the other and 
say’”, the angels, together with Bnei Yisrael, crown Hashem 
as king.

But unfortunately, when some of Bnei Yisrael profane the 
Shabbat r”l, this causes imperfections in Hashem’s crown, 
and His kingship is no longer complete r”l. Therefore, now, 
when the redemption is closer than ever, there is something 
that is important for us to understand. There are ten sefirot 
)emanations(, which begin with the sefirah of ‘keter’ )crown(, 
the highest level, and end with ‘malchut’ )kingship(, the low-
est level. All the sefirot are connected to each other. The Me-
kuablim write that Hashem’s light passes from one sefirah to 
the next going downwards, meaning from ‘keter’ to ‘choch-
mah’ )wisdom(, and from ‘chochmah’ to ‘binah’ )understand-
ing(, ‘chessed’ )kindness(, ‘gevurah’ )strength( and so forth, 
until the last sefirah of ‘malchut’ )kingship(. Each of the ten 
sefirot has ten circles, amounting to one hundred circles.

If Hashem’s light passes between all the sefirot from above 
to below, then at the time of redemption, when Hashem’s 
kingship and His great light will pass between all the sefirot 
and descend from the highest sefirah of ‘keter’ to the lowest 
sefirah of ‘malchut’, certainly there will be an intense, pow-
erful illumination. This is what we await and long for, for the 
redemption is surely at our doorstep, may it be speedily in 
our days, Amen.

According to this, we can now understand the trouble that 
has befallen us. ‘Corona’ is a Latin word that translates as 
‘crown’. )In Yiddish too, a crown is called ‘croin’(. If so, now 
that we are confronting the coronavirus, we are undoubtedly 
close to the final redemption and must ensure that Hashem’s 
kingship and crown are complete. For of what significance is a 
king and his crown without a nation, without a kingdom? And 
of what significance is a king if he has a kingdom but not a 
complete crown?! Therefore, now is the time to appropriately 
connect all these aspects. In order that the connection should 
flow from the highest )‘keter’( to the lowest )‘malchut’(, we 
must connect all these sefirot.

When Mashiach comes, the world will be in a state of 
Shabbat, and then the connection between ‘keter’ and ‘mal-
chut’ will be complete. This is why the Torah commands us 
several times concerning the mitzvah of Shabbat, for Hash-
em’s kingship is most clearly recognizable on Shabbat. In ad-
dition, Shabbat alludes to an additional idea. ‘שבת’, Shabbat, 
comes from the term ‘תשובה’, repentance. ‘השבת’ contains 
the same letters as ‘תשובה’, for through complete repentance 
we can, with Hashem’s help, bring light to all the worlds and 
bring the redemption closer.

This then is the importance of connecting both worlds, and 
the Holy Name ‘yud-heh’ with ‘vav-heh’. By connecting this 
Holy Name, we fulfill ‘K’ra Satan’ )which is the sefirah of the 
fourteenth day, as we mentioned above(! K’ra is a holy name, 
and Satan needs no introduction, he is the angel of death 
and the tyrant who wishes to accuse and kill us. Therefore, 
by connecting the Name ‘yud-heh’, referring to the two up-
per worlds, together with crowning Hashem as King in this 
world down below )together with the angels(, this combines 
the ‘yud-heh’ with the ‘vav-heh’ and everything is complete! 

Everything is connected and in place for the arrival of 
the redemption. Hashem is sending us this mes-

sage through the coronavirus, which reminds 
us of the crown so that we should connect the 
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Holy Name and crown Hashem as King, and this will bring the 
final redemption closer, may it be speedily in our days, Amen.

I would like to suggest a further idea. In a letter that the 
esteemed Maran, the Admor of Vishnitz shlita wrote to his 
chassidim and talmidim, he writes that they should recite 
three specific chapters of Tehillim, and as the Mekubalim tell 
us )as I am aware( these three chapters contain many secrets. 
Indeed, when I recited these three chapters I came across fas-
cinating ideas.

The first of the three is chapter twenty )recited every day in 
the Shacharit prayer(, where we say towards the beginning of 
the chapter )verse 2-3(, “May Hashem answer you on the day 
of distress; may the Name of Ya’akov’s G-d make you impreg-
nable. May He dispatch your help from the Sanctuary, and 
support you from Tzion”, and closes with )verse 10( “Hashem, 
save! May the King answer us on the day we call”.

If we contemplate this verse, we come across something 
fascinating. ‘Hashem save us’, we pray, ‘save Your people’. 
Why? Take a look at how many ‘kings’, which refer to the Sag-
es, )see Gittin 62a( have passed away as a result of the coro-
navirus. How many tzaddikim passed away, how many distin-
guished personalities, orthodox people, and ba’alei chessed. 
This is what we are praying for: ‘המלך הושיעה   Hashem ,’ה‘ 
please save the kings who are the Sages, send deliverance to 
the kings that they may continue to live.

We definitely experienced wonders and miracles during 
this epidemic. For example, there were Rabbanim who were 
extremely ill and had to be put on respirators, they were al-
most touching death, may Hashem protect us, yet neverthe-
less, they began breathing again on their own and no longer 
had to be sedated. With Hashem’s help they recovered and 
received a new lease on life. But on the other hand, there 
were many Rabbanim who to our sorrow passed away be-
cause of the virus. So we pray, ‘Save the king, answer us on 
the day we call’. The word ‘קראנו’, we call, has the same letters 
as ‘קורונה’, Corona. Amazing! Please Hashem, save us from 
this coronavirus!

It is important to realize, when will Hashem save us? ‘On 
the day we call’- today. ‘Today’, refers to the Chazal )Sanhe-
drin 98a( where Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked Mashiach, 
when are you coming to redeem Yisrael? And Mashiach re-
plied, today! What does ‘today’ refer to? “Even today, if we 
but heed His call” )Tehillim 95:7(. If you heed Hashem’s voice, 
I will come still today to redeem Yisrael. This relates to what 
we mentioned above, “המלך יעננו ביום קראנו”, “May the King 
answer us, on the day we call. Corona )same letters as ‘we 
call’( is an aspect of ‘on the day’. If we use the opportunity 
to heed Hashem’s voice and repent, the Corona can be the 
catalyst for the coming of Mashiach and the final redemption, 
still today.

Furthermore, we ask Hashem not to bring an epidemic to 
the world. On Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, Sephardim have 
the custom to say the verse )Tehillim 119:89(, “Forever, Hash-
em, Your word stands firm in the heavens”. This verse is also 
recited as part of the tikkun against plague. This means, if G-d 
forbid, there is a certain decree pending Am Yisrael, we ask 
that it should not be brought down to the world, rather You 
Hashem, “Your word stands firm in the heavens”, leave the 
decree in the heavens, and if it was already brought down to 
earth, then please take it back up and leave it in the heavens.

 plague. We are ,דבר Your word, comes from the term ,דברך
asking Hashem, “withhold the plague from Your heritage”. 
Hashem has sent us a plague, a pandemic, that has 
affected not just a specific place, but the entire 
world, there is no country that the virus has 
not reached. Therefore, we ask Hashem to 

withhold the plague from us, and if it has already reached us, 
“Your word )plague( stands firm in the heavens”, take it back 
up to the heavens and do not return it to us.

But Hashem sent us this Corona pandemic which is likened 
to a crown. As we explained, Hashem longs for His crown. He 
wants not only the angels in heaven to crown Him as King but 
also those down below. This is why Hashem sent this ‘crown’, 
this coronavirus, as a special message to crown Him in this 
world too.

Corona – boils preceding the 
redemption; three months, followed by 

six months
I would like to add another aspect. “Esteemed Rav”, one of 

my dear talmidim pointed out, “one of the plagues that the 
Egyptians were smitten with, was the plague of boils. The nu-
merical value of ‘שחין’, boils, is three hundred and sixty-eight, 
while the numerical value of ‘קורונה’, Corona, is also three 
hundred and sixty-eight )adding ‘one’ for the word itself(. This 
implies that Corona is comparable to the plague of boils”.

Indeed, there is a wonderful Midrash that supports 
this idea. The fascinating Midrash )Otzar Midrashot, Pirkei 
Heichalot Rabbati, Ch. 5:1( speaks about what will happen in 
the world before the arrival of the redemption: 

“Rabbi Yishmael said…Hashem, the G-d of Israel, at that 
time did not make do with telling the scribe to write decrees 
and great plagues… against the wicked Rome, because of the 
anger against the Satan who accepted on himself all these 
conditions, but immediately He Himself took the paper and 
inscribed a future day of revenge that is reserved for the 
wicked Rome. One cloud will arise and stand above Rome and 
bring down wet boils for six months, on man and animals, on 
silver and gold, on fruits and on all metal vessels, and after 
that, a different cloud will arise and push away the first one 
and stand in its place for another six months, and bring down 
the plague of tzara’at and sapachat and baheret and all kinds 
of afflictions on the wicked Rome.”

As we know, the Rome that Chazal refer to in the Midrash, 
is not the Rome of today which is in Italy, rather Chazal are re-
ferring to the empire of Rome which ruled and dominated the 
whole world. Rome, in fact, refers to the entire world, since 
all are descendants of Edom, the wicked Esav, who is Rome, 
about whom it says )Ovadiah 1:21(, “And saviors will ascend 
Mount Tzion to judge the Mountain of Esav, and the kingdom 
will be Hashem’s”, and then we will see the fulfillment of 
)Zecharia 14:9(, “Hashem will be the King over all the land; 
on that day Hashem will be One and His Name will be One”.

This Midrash teaches us something most fascinating. At 
first, Hashem will afflict Rome with boils which will last for 
six months, and this will be followed by another plague of 
tzara’at, s’eit, sapachat and baheret which will last for an ad-
ditional six months. This is in fact what is happening in our 
times. We have been living through the epidemic )Corona = 
boils( for several months already, and it has not yet left us. 
If so, may Hashem protect us, who knows what will follow?

This plague of Corona which has affected the entire world, 
is a prophecy that has been fulfilled in its entirety. Although 
it has already been here for several months and may soon die 
out, according to the Midrash it will be followed by anoth-
er plague which will remain for six months. If so, who knows 
what is in store for us?! Hashem wants His crown, He wants 

us to crown Him as King down here, just as they crown 
Him as King in the heavens.

Hashem is sending us a message to wake up 
and repent, united as one, as in “how good 
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and how pleasant is the dwelling of brothers, moreover, in 
unity” )Tehillim 133:1(. This is why He has brought this kind 
of epidemic that cannot be discerned by the eye. We are not 
talking about a blast of fire or water, but a microscopic crea-
ture. Even though it is so minuscule, it has sown devastation 
and destruction, pain and sorrow throughout the world. We 
are being urged to live in unity with our fellowman and not 
speak lashon hara about each other. The lesson from the Mi-
drash is simply astonishing, and each one of us must take the 
message to heart.

The letter from Rabbeinu, the holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov zya”a, the tikkun 

against plague
I wish to share something that was a heavenly revelation 

for me, for which I thank Hashem.
Last night, I recited the tikkun of the Ba’al Shem Tov )brought 

in ‘Igeret HaBa’al Shem Tov’(, over the phone to thousands of 
our talmidim throughout the world. This was the fourth time 
that we recited the tikkun in this period, and I think it was in 
the merit of the holy Ba’al Shem Tov that I was inspired with 
this idea, for the whole world wished to hear the Ba’al Shem 
Tov’s advice on how to prevent the plague.

The Ba’al Shem Tov’s segulah is the letter that he sent to 
his only son, Harav Hakadosh Rabbi Tzvi zya”a, wherein he re-
quests that he read the letter once a week, on Motzei Shab-
bat, which will serve as a proven segulah to be saved from 
several matters, devastation and also from the plague, r”l. I 
would now like to quote and explain some of the ideas that 
the Ba’al Shem Tov zya”a writes in his letter.

Among other things, he writes that every Jew must know 
clearly that he is never alone, for Hashem is with him always. 
The Satan’s entire goal is to implant despair in man, for when 
man despairs he does not have faith and trust, and this is ex-
actly what the Satan desires. When the Satan sees that the re-
demption is approaching, he implants despair in man’s heart 
and leads him to negative thoughts which cause him to lose 
all hope in life.

This is precisely what we are experiencing now. People’s 
thoughts are focused on the livelihood that they no longer 
have, they listen to the news and hear the most frightening 
things that bring them to complete despair, to such an extent 
that they have committed terrible acts. I heard a horrific story 
about a Jew from Paris who lost his mind and jumped from 
the fourth floor, meeting an instant death r”l. Before commit-
ting this act, he said, “If this is what is going to be, what rea-
son is there to live?”

This is exactly what the Satan wants. He wishes to scare 
us and make us despair, which weakens our faith and trust in 
Hashem. But we are obligated to act in the opposite manner. 
We must strengthen our faith and trust in Hashem, for this is 
how we crown Hashem and this is the single immunization 
against the Corona. Trust in Hashem and know that there is 
none other than Him )Devarim 4:38(. This indeed is the goal 
of Corona, to cement our trust in Hashem, pray to Him and 
strengthen our prayers.

The Ba’al Shem Tov writes in his letter: “Know, that some-
times a person will merit achieving a lofty level not because 
he studied many masechtot and poskim, but only because of 
his prayers that he always prays with great intent”. To clari-
fy his holy words: What value is there in a person’s study of 
Shas and poskim, if on the other hand his prayer is despised 
in Hashem’s eyes since he does not pray as is fitting? 
Therefore, only when a person prays to Hashem 
in the appropriate manner, does his Torah study 
also bring pleasure to Hashem.

The Ba’al Shem Tov continues to write amazing things in 
his letter. He quotes how Moshe Rabbeinu a”h took Bnei Yis-
rael out of Egypt, and then said to them )Shemot 14:13(, “for 
as you have seen Egypt today, you shall not see them ever 
again”. He explains, “The main thing is faith and trust, ‘But as 
for one who trusts in Hashem, kindness surrounds him’ )Te-
hillim 32:10(. But when a person feels the opposite, when he 
is constantly fearful of the attribute of judgement and pun-
ishment, then he brings judgement upon himself, and this is 
what is written, that bad should not befall him, as it says )Ye-
shaya 66:4(, ‘and what they dread I will bring upon them’.”

The Ba’al Shem Tov’s intent is fascinating. When a person 
has faith and trust in Hashem, then he relies on Hashem and 
Hashem indeed does help him, he is the recipient of kindness 
from Hashem. But if G-d forbid, a person does not have faith 
and trust in Hashem and he dwells only on the judgement and 
decrees, then may Hashem protect him from what can befall 
him. This type of person is filled with dread of these decrees, 
and then what happens is that he is actually affected by the 
judgement and these decrees stick to him. They seize him and 
surround him, and Hashem brings upon him that which he 
dreads and he has no way to save himself r”l.

The Ba’al Shem Tov continues: “A person attaches him-
self to wherever his thoughts are. If he ponders judgement, 
he attaches himself to judgement. If he trusts in Hashem’s 
kindness, to this his soul will cleave and Hashem’s kindness 
will surround him, and he will constantly bury himself totally 
in Hashem.” This means that if, G-d forbid, man constantly 
thinks about and relates only to the judgement and decrees, 
then unfortunately that verdict will stick to him. However, if 
a person focuses solely on Hashem’s kindness, then kindness 
will cleave to him and surround him, and in this way, he con-
nects only to Hashem’s kindness and not to judgement.

In summary, the Yetzer Hara wishes to implant fear and 
dread in our hearts from the judgement and decrees, which 
causes a person to lose all that he could gain. For in a time like 
this, when a person spends the majority of his day at home 
and hardly goes out, instead of utilizing his newfound time, 
which he has in abundance, to study Torah, he thinks only 
about judgement, then it actually causes him to be affected 
by the judgement, measure for measure. This is why one must 
be most careful to concentrate on Hashem’s kindness and not 
contemplate judgement, for in this way one is saved from fear 
and judgement, from decrees and the plague, and one merits 
experiencing Hashem’s kindness, “but as for one who trusts in 
Hashem, kindness surrounds him” )Tehillim 32:10(.

Reciting Pitum HaKetoret; a segulah to 
stop the epidemic

The letter from the holy Ba’al Shem Tov zya”a is a heavenly 
revelation, a proven segulah to stop any kind of plague, r”l. I 
would now like to reveal to you yet another heavenly revela-
tion.

We mentioned previously that when Moshe Rabbeinu 
went up to heaven to receive the Torah, he received gifts from 
all the angels as the verse says )Tehillim 68:19(, “You ascend-
ed on high, You have taken captives, You took gifts of man”. 
Meaning, he did not only take the soul of the holy Tanna, Rab-
bi Shimon bar Yochai, )‘שבי’, captives, is an acronym for שמעון’ 
 but he also took from heaven all the secrets of the ,)בר יוחאי‘
Written Law and the Oral Law and brought them down to Bnei 
Yisrael.

When the Angel of Death noticed that the heavens 
were emptying and that Moshe Rabbeinu was tak-

ing with him all the secrets of the Torah which 
were in heaven, for indeed, “)Torah( is not in 
heaven” )Devarim 30:12(, he did not know 



)

337

what to do. He held the secret of the Ketoret which stops 
plague, but he did not know what to do with this secret. But 
when he saw all the angels presenting Moshe Rabbeinu with 
gifts, he had no choice and he too was forced to give him a 
gift. So, he gave him the gift of the secret of the Ketoret that 
stops plague. Indeed, Moshe Rabbeinu used the Ketoret to 
stop the plague that began when Korach incited the congre-
gation against Moshe and Aharon. He told Aharon to take the 
Ketoret, Aharon placed the Ketoret between the dead and the 
living and the plague stopped. )Bamidbar 17:12-13(.

The question arises, this Ketoret was the Angel of Death’s 
only weapon, he knew that it can be used to stop plague and 
death, so how did he agree to give it over to Moshe Rabbe-
inu? As we explained, he did not have a choice, for all the 
angels gave Moshe Rabbeinu their gifts, and all the secrets of 
the Torah came down to earth from heaven.

From then on, the Torah that is studied in heaven is a com-
pletely different Torah and concepts that we cannot fathom. 
But the actual Torah, including any novel Torah thought that 
any student will ever conceive, was told to Moshe Rabbeinu 
on Har Sinai )Yerushalmi Pe’ah 82:4( and he brought every-
thing down to earth, to Bnei Yisrael. In addition, we know that 
Torah is placed in a corner, and whoever wishes can come and 
partake of it )Kiddushin 66b(. If so, just as each person takes 
his share from the Torah that was brought down from heav-
en, so too the Angel of Death gave from his share to Moshe 
Rabbeinu, by revealing the secret of the Ketoret which can 
stop plague.

The Ketoret is known as ‘Pitum HaKetoret’ )the incense 
mixture(. What does this mean? ‘Pitum’ can be split up into 
two words. The word ‘פי’ means mouth, and ‘טום’ can be in-
terchanged with ‘תום’, end, closed, which implies ‘close your 
mouth’! Meaning, one who speaks lashon hara r”l causes 
plague, and how can it be stopped? Through Pitum HaKeto-
ret, through reciting the Ketoret passages, but mainly by clos-
ing one’s mouth to forbidden speech.

Furthermore, the Ketoret would give rise to smoke, and it 
was formulated of eleven spices that had a pleasant scent. 
The spices included ‘Chelbona’ )galbanum(, which had a foul 
odor, hinting to the wicked who possess neither taste nor 
smell )Keritut 6a(. This implies that together with the righ-
teous )who have taste and smell(, the wicked are also con-
nected to the Ketoret, for when they repent they too will give 
off a pleasant scent and they too can elevate themselves. This 
is a result of the power of a congregation and the unity that is 
present among them all. As an allusion, ‘צבור’, congregation, 
is an acronym for ‘ורשעים בינונים   the righteous, the ,’צדיקים, 
mediocre and the wicked. This teaches us that the righteous 
cover up for the wicked and elevate them from the depths of 
the pit.

The Maggid of Mezritch zya”a writes wonderful things 
about this concept. He says that a tzaddik is prepared to filthy 
himself and descend to the depths for the sake of elevating 
the soul of a wicked person and assisting him. This is a fas-
cinating idea, for we would assume that a tzaddik must be 
extremely careful to stay far away from the wicked, as far as 
the range of a bow and arrow, so why should he come near 
him? But, the Maggid says, the tzaddik sees and knows that 
the rasha too possesses a virtuous soul, just now it is covered 
with filth, and it only needs to be cleaned from the soot. This 
is why the tzaddik is prepared to dirty his soul by going down 
to the depths of the pit in order to raise up the soul of the 
wicked one, for every single Jewish soul is as precious as 
a diamond.

To what can this be compared? If one knew 
that a huge diamond was buried under a 
mound of mud and mire, who would not be 

prepared to enter the mud to dig it out? Even though this 
will cause his tasteful clothing to become soiled, on the other 
hand, he will come out with a diamond with which he can 
become a millionaire. So it is with a tzaddik and a rasha. The 
tzaddikim are prepared to dirty their bodies and souls to ‘dig 
out’ the soul of a rasha from the mud, clean it from the mire 
and return its original luster so that it too should shine like a 
sparkling diamond.

The obligation to treat each other with 
respect, corresponding to Corona that 

is also known as COVID.
This is the secret of reciting the Pitum HaKetoret as a seg-

ulah to stop the plague, to which the righteous, the mediocre 
and the wicked are all connected. One must take particular 
care in matters pertaining to man and his fellow, being care-
ful not to speak lashon hara about others and accord each 
person due respect. The matter is most severe, as we see 
with Rabbi Akiva who had twenty-four thousand talmidim 
from Gevet until Antipras )Yevamot 62b(, and they all died, 
in a plague, between Pesach and Shavuot, the present time 
of the year because they did not accord each other sufficient 
respect. This idea is hinted to in the name Corona, which is 
also called COVID-19. COVID in Hebrew is spelt קוביד, and by 
interchanging the ‘ק’ with a ‘כ’, we have the term ‘כבוד’, re-
spect. This implies that since they did not accord each other 
sufficient respect, they were afflicted with קוביד, a plague.

On contemplation, we can find additional hints in the name 
of this difficult pandemic. The word ‘קוביד’ can also be spelt 
-and the first two letters have the same numerical val ,’כוויד‘
ue )26( as the Name of Hashem, י-ה-ו-ה. The nineteen )from 
COVID-19( is the numerical value of ‘חי’, life )adding ‘one’ for 
the word itself(, which is another of Hashem’s names. The re-
maining letters ‘ויד’ )adding ‘one’ for the word itself( add up to 
twenty-one, the same numerical value as the Name ‘א-ה-י-ה’. 
This is the Holy Name that Hashem used when speaking to 
Moshe Rabbeinu )Shemot 3:14(, “I Shall Be As I Shall Be”. Just 
as I was with Bnei Yisrael in this trouble, so I shall be with Bnei 
Yisrael in all troubles and exiles and I will redeem them )Be-
rachot 9b(. The Mekubalim tell us that the Name ‘א-ה-י-ה’ is 
the greatest of Hashem’s Names, and all the other names are 
only branches of this name. In addition, ‘91-כוויד’, COVID-19, 
has a numerical value of sixty-five, )with the 19), the same 
value of the Name ‘אדנ-י’.

Since the students of Rabbi Akiva did not accord sufficient 
honor )כבוד( to each other, they were afflicted with ‘כובד’, a 
plague. The same message is being transmitted to us today. If 
we do not treat each other with respect, do not accord appro-
priate honor to our tzaddikim, do not rectify the Holy Names, 
and do not crown Hashem by placing the crown of kingship 
on His head, then the result is a pandemic called ‘91-כוויד’ so 
that we should internalize the message to rectify all the blem-
ishes. This insight is most remarkable.

As we mentioned, there is a reason why this pandemic is 
called Covid-19. Corona is an allusion for ‘crown’, and also 
alludes to the Holy Names. Hashem’s Kingdom is a Kingdom 
spanning all eternities, and it is His wish that we crown Him 
as King and present Him with the crown together with the 
heavenly angels. Hashem desires His kingdom to be com-
plete, therefore we must treat each other with respect so 
that indeed Hashem’s kingdom can be complete without any 
blemishes.

This is something that is important to internalize, es-
pecially during this period of the Sefirat Ha’Omer, 

the period of rectifying the passing of Rabbi 
Akiva’s talmidim who did not accord sufficient 
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respect to each other. It is alarming that this Corona that we 
are facing has taken many lives, mainly of tzaddikim and dis-
tinguished personalities, who are considered as our kings. 
We see that if we do not treat each other with respect, the 
danger is extremely great, may Hashem protect us. There-
fore, we must increase love and friendship among each other 
especially in times like this, in order to completely annul the 
pandemic.

The measure of incense corresponds to 
the types of Corona, 368

We have explained the idea behind Pitum HaKetoret, how 
it is a segulah to stop plague and the importance of improv-
ing our ways. I now wish to add another novel insight. As we 
know, at the time of the Beit Hamikdash, we offered Korbanot 
and Aharon also brought the daily spice incense offering. 
During that period, the Pitum HaKetoret was an actual offer-
ing, not just a recital. But today, due to our many sins, we no 
longer have a Beit Hamikdash and cannot offer the incense. 
In its place, we recite the section describing the Ketoret every 
morning, and the recital of these sections is in place of the 
offerings, the burnt-offerings, the peace-offerings, and the 
continual daily offering, as it says )Hoshea 14:3(, “and let our 
lips substitute for bulls”. Prayers are a substitute for Korbanot 
)Bamidbar Rabba 18:21(.

If we take a look at the section describing the incense mix-
ture that we recite every morning, we will find something 
astonishing. We say )Keritut 6a(, “The Rabbis taught: How is 
the incense mixture formulated…” This seems puzzling, for 
why did the Braitah find it necessary to add the word ‘כיצד’, 
‘How is it formulated’? They could have just said, ‘The Rabbis 
taught: Three hundred and sixty-eight maneh )equal to ap-
proximately twenty ounces( were in it…”. ‘How is it formulat-
ed’ seems superfluous.

But in fact, this word ‘כיצד’ contains a powerful message. 
The Rabbis taught, how is the incense mixture formulated? 
How can one stop the Corona, the plague, by reciting Pitum 
HaKetoret? What power lies in this section that can stop 
plague? And the Rabbis immediately answer, ‘Three hundred 
and sixty-eight maneh were in it. Three hundred and six-
ty-eight is in fact the numerical value of ‘קורונה’ (adding ‘one’ 
for the word itself(! Amazing!

This coronavirus contains many different kinds and types, 
and it rises upwards and spreads out causing damage wher-
ever it reaches. Due to this, we must toil to try and eradicate 
this pandemic so that it should not come down to the world 
but rather stay in the heavens )“Your word stands firm in the 
heavens”(. How can we do this? By loving and respecting each 
other and by each person repenting during this difficult peri-
od, we will completely eliminate the pandemic.

“I will fear no evil, for You are with me”
My son-in-law she”yichye related an insight concerning 

those people who have to be in isolation. What is the impli-
cation of ‘בידוד’, isolation? If we separate the word, we get 
 ,During the month of Elul .’אני לדודי ודודי לי‘ intimating ,’בי דוד‘
each person tries to come closer to Hashem, as in “I alone 
am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine” )Shir Hashirim 6:3(. 
Now too, through being in isolation, each person draws closer 
to Hashem and has the ability to fully repent.

I would like to add to this by saying that ‘בידוד’, isolation, 
has another implication. ‘דוד -each Jewish person has in ,’בי 
side him the name of the Beloved )דוד(, of Hashem. 
In fact, ‘יהודים’, Jews, are called so from the name 
‘Yehuda’, and Yehuda )who represents David 
and Mashiach ben David( was the one who 

said to Yosef )who represents Mashiach ben Yosef(, “בי אדני”, 
“Please, my lord” )Bereishit 44:18(, also implying, my lord is 
inside me )בי(. Hashem can be found right inside me, for the 
name Yehuda contains Hashem’s Name of י-ה-ו-ה. In the same 
way, Hashem is found inside every Jew and Hashem can help 
every Jew.

At this difficult time, when troubles and tragedies too nu-
merous to count have befallen the Jewish people, we can 
apply the verse )Tehillim 23:4(, “Though I walk in the valley 
overshadowed by death, I will fear no evil, for You are with 
me”. This means that Hashem is present together with each 
person at the time of his suffering, in order to help him. So 
even when a person is in isolation, alone in his room, he 
should not fear for Hashem is with him. There is a wonderful 
allusion for this idea. ‘בידוד’, isolation, has the same numerical 
value )2+10+4+6+4( as Hashem’s Name, י-ה-ו-ה. This implies, 
 Hashem is with me, therefore I will fear no evil, for ,’בי אדוני‘
You are with me, in isolation too.

The Hebrew word ‘קורונה’, Corona, comes from the term 
 emptiness, and one must fill this emptiness. Hashem ,’ריקנות‘
has seen that we are ‘empty’ of ‘fear of G-d’ and not carrying 
out our obligations. Even if we know how to enumerate our 
obligations, we are still far from carrying them out )Yevamot 
63b(. Since this is an area that requires strengthening, Hash-
em has sent us frightening signs and messages from Heav-
en. COVID-19 representing the Holy Names which we must 
strengthen, three hundred and sixty-eight kinds of Corona 
corresponding to the three hundred and sixty-eight maneh 
that make up the Ketoret, and also Pi-tum HaKetoret.

But primarily, together with the virus, Hashem sent us the 
‘bidud’, the isolation. ‘Bi-dud’, ‘bi Adoni’, my Lord is within 
me. Especially through this isolation, when we are confined 
in our homes, we can connect to Hashem on a deeper lev-
el and come to recognize Him in a stronger manner, and are 
more motivated to carry out a soul-reckoning. For in this way 
Hashem is with us. We must therefore utilize this time to im-
prove ourselves and our trust in Hashem and internalize that 
He is with us. ‘בידוד’ has the same numerical value as י-ה-ו-ה, 
to show us that a Jew is never alone, Hashem is always with 
him. Being that Hashem is close to us at this time, we should 
make use of the opportunity.

Our duty to bring Mashiach closer
Our entire goal should be to repent and occupy ourselves 

with Torah study so as to bring the Mashiach. I would like to 
suggest that the Hebrew word for snake, ‘נחש’, has a numeri-
cal value of 358, the word Satan has a numerical value of 359, 
while Mashiach also has a numerical value of 358. This teaches 
us that any delay in bringing Mashiach comes from the Satan, 
an outcome of the power of the snake, who derives its’ power 
from the sin that Adam and Chava committed when they ate 
from the Tree of Knowledge and mixed up good and bad. But 
to counteract this blemish, Hashem gave us the Torah which 
we received on Har Sinai, as one man with one heart. On that 
momentous occasion, the entire world was healed, and the 
Yetzer Hara )the snake, the Satan( was uprooted from their 
hearts )Yalkut Shimoni, Shir Hashirim 981(.

In this situation, Hashem desires the return of His crown 
and kingship. Therefore, He brings us closer to the coming of 
Mashiach who will redeem us, so that then indeed “Hashem 
will be the King over all the land” )Zecharya 14:9( and all will 
know that there is a Creator. The Rambam writes )Hilchot 

Melachim, Ch 11:4( that Mashiach will come so that all 
will recognize that there is a Creator of the World, 

“to perfect the entire universe to serve Hashem 
together, as it says )Tzefania 3:9(, ‘For then I 
will change the nations [to speak] a pure lan-
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guage, so that they all will proclaim the Name of Hashem, to 
worship Him with a united resolve’.”

Hashem smote the Egyptians, through Moshe Rabbeinu 
a”h, with the ten plagues, one of which was the plague of 
boils, which suggests Corona )see above(. Another of the 
plagues was ‘Dever’, pestilence, which also refers to plague. 
The goal of the plagues was to bring the Egyptians to recog-
nize that there is a Creator of the World, as it says )Shemot 
7:5(, “And Egypt shall know that I am Hashem when I stretch 
out My hand over Egypt”. Hashem will do the same with us 
in the future, before bringing Mashiach, the main goal being 
that the world should recognize that there is a Creator, there 
is a Judge and judgement )Pesikei Zutra, Kohelet 11:9(, “and 
His kingship rules over everything”.

But today, since we are still awaiting the redemption, and 
as we explained the redemption is imminent, then we have 
the Torah that has the power to annul everything. This is why 
we say K’ra Satan on the counting of the fourteenth day, in 
preparation for the counting of the fifteenth day, represented 
by the letters ‘י-ה’, for this is the most appropriate time to 
connect the two worlds, the ‘yud’ and the ‘heh’ with Hashem, 
and crown Him as King. As an allusion, the numerical value of 
 ,is 367, and if we add another three to this number ’קורונה‘
representing the three Avot, Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya’akov 
in whose merit we pray for salvation, it amounts to 370 which 
is the numerical value of K’ra )100+200+70(. This suggests, 
how can we tear up this evil decree? Through the merit of the 
three Avot, Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya’akov.

We are approaching the final redemption and there are 
many signs that point to this. Pitum HaKetoret, its 368 manot, 
 that has a numerical value of 367, and more. But we ’קורונה‘
do not want all these signs, for they bring in their wake trag-
edies and suffering. Yet there is one sign that we do want. 
During the days of the Sefirah when we prepare ourselves for 
receiving the Torah, we wish to crown Hashem as King over 
the entire world with the power of the Torah. As we men-
tioned, “Who are the kings? The Sages”, we wish to tear up 
the decree of the Satan and perfect the universe through the 
Almighty’s sovereignty. This is our true desire.

One hundred blessings corresponding 
to one hundred lights, the lights of 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai’s Torah

We will now consider a different measure that was taken 
to stop plague. Chazal tell us )Bamidbar Raba Ch. 18:21( that 
at the time of David Hamelech a”h, Am Yisrael were stricken 
by a plague and every day one hundred people died. What did 
David Hamelech do? He established that Am Yisrael should 
recite one hundred blessings every day as a means to stop 
the plague, for the blessings would connect Am Yisrael with 
Hashem.

As we explained, there are ten sefirot, starting with the 
highest level of ‘Keter’, until the lowest level of ‘Malchut’. Each 
one contains ten circles, ten lights, which totals one hundred 
lights which descend from above to below and connect all 
the sefirot. If so, by reciting one hundred blessings each day 
and saying, “Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King of the 
universe”, we connect all the channels with the lights, all the 
sefirot from ‘Keter’ until ‘Malchut’ are connected through the 
one hundred circles and one hundred blessings. When this 
happens, the world is filled with light and the plague no longer 
finds its place. If so, when we are faced with plague, it is a sign 
that there is a deficit in the amount of light in these 
channels that connect all the worlds. But if there 
are one hundred blessings and one hundred 
lights, the plague is automatically annulled.

We are in the midst of the period that commemorates the 
passing of Rabbi Akiva’s twenty-four thousand talmidim. They 
were great tzaddikim but since they did not accord sufficient 
respect to each other, Hashem smote them with a plague. Al-
though they were considered as kings, as Sages, as ‘cedars 
of Lebanon’, exceedingly great in Torah, their lack of honor 
to one another still caused a blemish in heaven. It caused an 
emptiness, and even though it was only a very slight blemish, 
nevertheless their insufficient love for each other caused a 
flaw in the upper lights and channels. This is why they died 
during this period between Pesach and Shavuot.

A similar thing happened at Kriyat Yam Suf. Although Bnei 
Yisrael achieved a most lofty level, and even a maidservant 
saw what Yechezkel ben Buzi did not see )Midrash Sechel Tov, 
Shemot 15:2(, they later fell from this level when they arrived 
at Rephidim and were negligent in Torah study. As a result, 
Amalek came to attack them and he divided the Holy Name 
of Hashem. This is something that we have to rectify till this 
very day.

We are now approaching the hilula of Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai. To our great distress, this year we are unable to cele-
brate in Meron. On the other hand, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 
will certainly be as present at the hilula as he is every year, and 
when he sees the place empty of people, he will turn to Hash-
em and ask, ‘What is happening? Where has everyone disap-
peared to?’ When he hears that the world has been afflicted 
with an epidemic, he will certainly work to bring salvation for 
Am Yisrael.

How does this work? Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai is fire, his 
Torah is fire, and his lights shine throughout the world. Fur-
thermore, he told Rabbi Elazar his son )Shabbat 33b(, ‘I and 
you are enough for the world, we do not need anyone else 
with us’. He also said about himself )Succah 45b( ‘I can exempt 
the entire world from judgement, and even if no one else will 
join me, my son Elazar is present with me, and together with 
him I can exempt the entire world from judgement, from the 
day I was created until now’.

This is the power of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, he can ex-
empt the entire world from judgement. These are his lights 
and this is his Torah, Torah with lights that descend from 
above, from the highest level of ‘Keter’ to ‘Malchut’ down 
below. The lights flow through the channels, through which 
the abundance flows until the gravesite of Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai. Today, when we cannot be present at his gravesite, 
his Torah and his power lights up and affects all of Am Yisrael 
even from afar, and one can pray and request that the pan-
demic ceases in his merit.

Ramchal: Before the redemption, the 
Batei Knesset will close

In conclusion, I wish to end with something powerful that 
Rabbeinu the Ramchal zya”a )Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzatto(, 
wrote in his sefer ‘Da’at Tevunot’ )Ma’amar Hage’ula(, con-
cerning the period preceding the future redemption, may it 
be speedily in our days.

We know that when Bnei Yisrael built the Mishkan for 
Hashem down in this world, at the same time the angels built 
a Beit Mikdash for Hashem in heaven above. As Chazal tell us 
)Yerushalmi, Berachot Ch. 4:5(, the Beit Hamikdash down in 
this world corresponds to the Beit Hamikdash above. As we 
know, all the prayers that Bnei Yisrael pray down below, as-
cend through the heavenly Beit Hamikdash, to Hashem.

But I always had the following difficulty. Why did 
the angels have to build a heavenly Beit Hamik-

dash, does one pray in heaven? Does one bring 
Korbanot in heaven? Why was it necessary? 
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The prayers and korbanot that were offered down below can 
ascend straight to the Holy Throne. Why was a heavenly Beit 
Hamikdash necessary? The answer is that Hashem knew that 
the Beit Hamikdash down in this world would be destroyed, 
therefore even when this Beit Hamikdash is no longer, there 
is a Beit Hamikdash up above, standing ready, that was built 
when the Mishkan was built. This is the true explanation.

In addition, all the Korbanot that Bnei Yisrael offered down 
in this earthly Beit Hamikdash and all the prayers that Bnei 
Yisrael prayed down below once the Beit Hamikdash was de-
stroyed, all ascend to heaven. But there are different kinds of 
prayers. There are the prayers of the tzaddikim that ascend 
in a fine way directly to the Holy Throne, but there are also 
prayers that do not ascend so smoothly for they have blem-
ishes and these prayers are not so willingly accepted by Hash-
em. It is these prayers that go through a kind of filtering in 
the upper Beit Hamikdash so that they too can be placed in 
Hashem’s crown.

Every Jew is like a diamond. But sometimes this precious 
stone becomes sullied, as we explained above according to 
the Maggid of Mezritch zya”a. But the tzaddik cleanses this 
soul and there in heaven its light shines and can then be 
placed in Hashem’s crown.

According to this, the words of the holy Ramchal are partic-
ularly applicable. He writes that at the time of the Beit Hamik-
dash there was “A large opening that opened at first over the 
Holy Land, and this is the gate from which all the blessings and 
all the peace went out, in an expansive and unrestricted way. 
When due to our sins the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, this 
gate was closed and instead, small windows were opened )re-
ferring to the Batei Mikdash me’at, the Batei Knesset(. About 
them it says )Shir Hashirim 2:9(, “observing through the win-
dows, peering through the lattices”.

Since the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, we are left with 
the single remaining wall, the Kotel Hama’aravi, about which 
it says )ibid(, “He was standing behind our wall”. From the 
time of the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash, all our prayers 
ascend through these small windows, through the Batei Knes-
set which we have today in place of the Beit Hamikdash. But 
all this is true only during the years of exile, all these )small( 
windows are open and will not close, otherwise, the world 

will cease to exist in a moment. But, before the arrival of the 
redemption, the Ramchal continues, the closed )main( gate 
will reopen, meaning that the upper Beit Hamikdash will 
once again open, and then “the )small( windows will not be 
remembered, for their work has already terminated”. Mean-
ing, the Beit Hamikdash will descend to this world, and then 
there will no longer be a need for the Batei Knesset )the small 
windows(.

The Ramchal continues: “When the time of the redemp-
tion arrives, the upper gate will open )the Beit Hamikdash(, 
and when it opens, great and powerful lights will come out 
of it, through the windows of the Beit Hamikdash, and then 
the Beit Hamikdash will be built anew, and the small windows 
will slowly depart. But everything will happen above, until the 
small windows depart, and then the heavenly Beit Hamikdash 
will descend with a powerful light and the small windows will 
desert us in one moment.” 

These words are awesome. Indeed, this is exactly what is 
happening today. Today, we have still not merited a Beit Ha-
mikdash and we are seeing the fulfillment of “He was stand-
ing behind our wall”. But today, when our Batei Knesset are 
closed and bolted due to the pandemic r”l, it is certainly the 
most fitting time for the redemption to come. Indeed, all our 
lights, the small lights which refer to the Batei Knesset and 
Batei Midrash, are all closed. We have windows, but all these 
windows through which all the prayers and Torah study pass 
through, are closed. Therefore, now, right before the redemp-
tion, it is the most fitting time to beseech that the Batei Knes-
set and Batei Midrash should be reopened. All that I have said 
and written are simply awe-inspiring concepts.

 We must utilize this time that we have been given so that
 we see the fulfillment of )Esther 8:16(, “The Jews had light
 and gladness and joy and honor”, throughout the world.
 “Then all the people of the earth will see that the Name of
 Hashem is proclaimed over you” )Devarim 28:10(. How will
Through the Co- ?‘נקרא’ ,the Name of Hashem be proclaimed

 One can find many allusions to the fact that we .‘קורונה’ ,rona
 are living through the time of the redemption. However, there
 is no need to search since it is simply accurate! With Hashem’s
 help, we should all merit together to the coming of Mashiach
.speedily in our days, Amen

With blessings for success and may we merit the coming of Mashiach, 
Amen v’Amen. Meanwhile, may we merit receiving and accepting the 

Torah, Amen v’Amen.

David Hanania Pinto


